The Collegian (2012-11-05) by Molina, Joe
UT-Brownsville officials have 
confirmed the new bachelor’s 
degree in nursing program, 
scheduled to start in Fall 2013, 
has been postponed until Fall 
2014.
Edna Garza-Escobedo, UTB/
TSC’s interim dean for the 
College of Nursing, Provost 
Alan Artibise and Janna Arney, 
associate provost for Faculty and 
Academic Affairs, confirmed the 
delay.
 “There is no change in what 
we are doing,” Artibise told The 
Collegian via phone Oct. 26. “The 
new degree had been approved 
by [the Texas Board of Nursing] 
and at one time we thought we’d 
start in Fall [2013], but we are 
delaying that a bit.”
Currently, students receiving 
a bachelor’s degree in nursing 
have to complete the preliminary 
two-year associate degree before 
advancing to the bachelor’s 
program.  
“The RN to BSN is a post-
licensure program, that is what 
we currently have,” Arney said via 
phone interview Oct. 29. “So, if 
you are already a licensed nurse, 
you can come back to do what’s 
called a transition program, the 
RN to BSN program.”
The implementation of the 
generic BSN would have made 
this transition seamless and 
unnoticeable to students.  
According to a UTB news 
release dated July 19, student 
recruitment was to begin 
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Decapitated heads, dancing 
zombies and graveyard ghouls 
filled the Student Union lawn 
Oct. 26 as part of the Halloween 
Havoc celebration. 
The event drew dozens of 
students, some of whom painted 
their faces and donned flashy 
costumes. Among the activities 
at the festival was the Haunted 
Veranda. 
The Haunted Veranda, 
described as a costume ball, 
included music and refreshments 
for students dressed up in 
costumes. When students grew 
tired of dancing, they could 
step onto the lawn to watch the 
Monster Mash Competition, 
hosted by senior communication 
major Normalinda Reyna.
Three groups competed: the 
Sigma Psi Delta sorority pledge 
class, Dingbat Productions and 
the Mu Alpha Nu fraternity.
For the second year in a 
row, Sigma Psi Delta, dressed 
as female Disney character 
zombies, won first place and 
$200. 
After the dance competition, 
Reyna conducted the costume 
contests. In the children’s 
division, a little geisha girl won 
the hearts of the student judges. 
In the adult division, freshman 
art major Kristia Garcia won the 
crowd over with her handmade 
Poison Ivy costume and red hair, 
claiming the prize of $100. 
Junior exercise science 
major Rodolfo Garcia and 
senior exercise science major 
Ricardo Garcia, or the Hot Boys, 
heated up the crowd with their 
firefighter costumes and dance 
moves.  
If students were in for a 
treat, there was complimentary 
cake and punch, treats sold by 
student organizations, and Jack, 
the Pumpkin King handed out 
candy. 
Junior physics major Grady 
Government Professor Mark Kaswan explains to his Government 2301 class in EDBC 1.224 his experience at the 
voting booth and the importance of democracy in the country.
Nearly 80 percent of the 
students polled in Assistant 
Government Professor Mark 
Kaswan’s two government 
classes said they would vote for 
President Obama, compared 
with 11.4 percent who would 
vote for his Republican 
challenger, Gov. Mitt Romney.
Kaswan surveyed students 
taking his Introduction to 
American and Texas Politics 
2301 on Sept. 9 and 10 and 
Oct.14 and 15.The survey 
consisted of questions such 
as voter eligibility and 
their choices for president, 
U.S. senator and U.S. 
UTB delays bachelor’s in nursing program until 2014
Students will be informed 
via faculty, academic 
advisers and news 
publications that UT-
Brownsville is delaying the 
start of its new bachelor’s 
degree in nursing 
program by one year.
Joe Molina/Collegian
By Joe Molina 
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In the September survey, 
Kaswan polled students who 
are eligible and not eligible 
to vote. He found that 73.5 
percent of those eligible to vote 
would cast a ballot for Obama, 
compared with 11.4 percent for 
Romney. Other results showed 
3.8 percent would vote for a 
third-party candidate and 11.4 
percent were not sure.
In the October survey, 78.9 
percent of those eligible to vote 
said they would choose Obama, 
11.4 percent said they would 
pick Romney, 4.4 percent a 
third-party candidate and 5.3 
percent were not sure.
“I’ve really emphasized to 
my students the importance of 
participating in the election, 
and it looks like it’s working,” 
Kaswan stated in a news 
release.
The results of his second 
survey show 78 percent of his 
students plan to vote in the 
presidential election.
“That’s absolutely fantastic 
that 78 percent intend to 
vote,” he said.
The polls also show the 
students were more likely 
to vote for Democratic 
candidates.
Kaswan’s students favored 
Democratic U.S. Senate 
candidate Paul Sadler by 
52.6 percent in the October 
survey, compared with 23.4 
percent in the September poll. 
His Republican opponent, 
Ted Cruz, had 11.4 percent 
of voter support in October, 
compared with 10.1 percent in 
September.
Filemon Vela, a Democrat 
running for District 34 U.S. 
representative, was favored by 
59.6 percent of voters in the 
October poll, compared with 
46.8 percent in the September 
survey. His Republican 
opponent, Jessica Puente 
Bradshaw, had 10.5 percent of 
voters’ support in the October 
poll, compared to 8.2 percent 
in the September survey.
“Hispanics nationwide 
support Democrats, so 
Obama’s support is somewhere 
around 60 [percent] or 65 
percent among Latinos,” 
Kaswan said. 
Nationwide, almost 80 
percent of college students 
favor the president over 
Romney, he said.
 “If people in the [Rio 





a spooky success 
By Marlane Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN
See POLLS, Page  2
Photo Courtesy student life
Wearing zombie Disney character costumes, Sigma Psi Delta placed first 
in the Monster Mash dance competition for the second consecutive year, 
winning $200.
See FUN, Page  8
Reprinted from The Collegian Online
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 Look for us.
Like us! 
  Club Spotlight 
Name: The American 
Criminal Justice Association 
(Iota Kappa Chi Chapter) 
Established: 2004
Purpose: To improve 
criminal justice through 
educational activities and 
encourage the establishment 
and expansion of higher 
education and professional 
training in criminal justice and 
to promote high standards of 
ethical conduct, professional 
training and higher education 
within the criminal justice 
field.
President:  Yeanett Ledezma





Sergeant at Arms: Elsie 
Cabrera 
Advisers: Criminal Justice 
Associate Professor Susan 
Ritter and Lecturer Anastasia 
Lawrence
Activities: Participates once 
a year in the Victimology 
Symposium hosted by the 
Criminal Justice Department. 
Community service: 
Volunteers at the Brownsville 
Police Department’s 
Spooktacular and Friendship 
of Women Inc.’s annual walk 
for safe families.
Meetings: 2 p.m. each 
Monday in the Student Union’s 
Salón Gardenia.
Membership: Limited to 
undergraduate and graduate 
students of the University 
of Texas at Brownsville who 
were or are employed in 
an area concerned with the 
administration of criminal 
justice, enrolled in a program 
of study in an area concerned 
with study in the criminal 
justice field, or in the forensic 
program with a minimum 2.5 
grade-point average.
Dues: $10 per semester
For more information: call 
Ledezma at 459-1534, Gámez 




Members of the American Criminal Justice Association include (front row, 
from left) Vice President Josefina Gámez, Secretary Bonnita Paredes, 
Treasurer Karla Hernández and President Yeanett Ledezma. Second row: 
Marcos De Los Reyes, Miguel Ángel García, Irma Romero and Abigail 
Gómez. Third row: Carlos Escobar, Eddie Flores and Adviser Susan Ritter, 
associate professor in the Criminal Justice Department.  
Stacy G. Found/Collegian 
“It seems as I was reading the 
book, I was reading a book about 
my life, about your life, about 
our life,” Behavioral Sciences 
Professor Antonio Zavaleta said 
about the memoir, “The Boy 
Kings of Texas.”
Zavaleta introduced Domingo 
Martinez, the book’s author, to 
an audience of 172 people last 
Tuesday in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. 
Zavaleta told the audience that 
he first noticed the book in an 
issue of Texas Monthly magazine 
months ago.
“I saw ‘Domingo Martinez’ 
and that caught my interest, you 
know a Hispanic, Latino author,” 
Zavaleta said.
He then noticed that the author 
was from Brownsville and without 
getting out of bed, he picked up 
his phone, went to Amazon.com 
and ordered the book.
“I haven’t been able to put it 
down since, I’ve read it from cover 
to cover twice,” Zavaleta said. 
Martinez pursued a career in 
journalism but eventually found 
himself wanting to become an 
author.
At first, he wrote about science 
fiction and hobbits. 
“I started to realize that the 
people … I trusted my stuff with 
were drawn to the personal 
stories,” Martinez said. “They 
didn’t care about the hobbits, 
they didn’t care about the science 
fiction. They were picking up on 
the distinction of my background, 
of my history, of my personal 
history in Brownsville, the unique 
qualities of this area. We have 
these behavioral models that 
don’t exist anywhere else.” 
Martinez started to focus on his 
memories of growing up in South 
Texas and contacted his siblings 
and relatives.
“Through these exchanges 
is that these memories started 
surfacing and becoming real 
because there was a repression 
to the damage,” Martinez said. “I 
realized that the damage was the 
key. What I really needed to do to 
make this work was turn back in 
time, through the emotional time 
machine, and remember why 
those situations were happening, 
remember the suppression, the 
denial and the duplicity of living 
in two worlds.”
According to the National Book 
Foundation website, “The Boy 
Kings of Texas” is “a charming, 
painful and enlightening book 
that examines the traumas and 
pleasures of growing up in South 
Texas and the often terrible 
consequences when two very 
different cultures collide on the 
banks of a dying river.”
Martinez’s memoir is a 2012 
National Book Award finalist.
The winner of the award will 
be announced Nov. 14 at the 
National Book Awards ceremony 
in New York City.
Asked what advice he had 
for aspiring writers Martinez, 
replied: “It’s a hard road; it’s a 
very difficult path.”
Martinez said that about 90 
percent of the career is poverty. 
“When you break out, that’s 
where all the gravy is,” he said. 
“But before you have all that 
gravy, you eat a lot of dirt, or 
ramen in my case.” 
Martinez has lived in Seattle for 
the last 20 years and has worked 
as a journalist and designer.
    After the lecture, he signed 
copies of the book.
Among the students attending 
the event was junior psychology 
major Ingrid Lopez, who bought 
a signed copy. 
“I think it’s very motivational 
for us, like, knowing we can get 
out there and do something 
enormous and have everybody 
get to know us,” Lopez said 
when asked what she thought 
about meeting a writer from 
Brownsville.
An excerpt of “The Boy Kings 
of Texas” is also a 2013 Pushcart 
Prize nominee. 
Author Domingo Martinez talks 
about the inspiration for “Boy Kings 
of Texas,” a finalist for the National 
Book Award, during a lecture last 
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immediately to fill the state 
approved 50-slot cohort that 
could take pre-nursing classes 
beginning in Fall 2012, but 
according to Arney, the program 
has yet to be created and remains 
undeclared. 
Asked if the program would 
have to get reaccredited by the 
Texas Board of Nursing (TBN) 
due to the delay, Arney replied 
the board may or may not have 
follow-up questions when the 
new program begins but for now, 
the university has informed the 
TBN of the first cohort’s delay via 
e-mail.
“As you know, TSC will take 
over responsibility for the 
[licensed vocational nursing] and 
the [associated degree nursing 
programs] in fall of [2013],” 
Arney said. “We feel we can better 
serve existing students if we just 
wait a year to make sure that 
everything transitions smoothly. 
We can then use that time to 
recruit students so they can take 
their prerequisite work [and] 
they can enter the program.” 
Asked if the faculty currently 
teaching in the RN to BSN 
nursing degree program would 
also teach the new bachelor’s 
program courses, Arney replied: 
“In nursing, faculty are hired 
for specific specialty areas. The 
same would be true for our new 
program.”
In a follow-up interview, Arney 
further specified: “Some of those 
[specialty areas] are covered by 
our current faculty and some are 
not.”
Earlier this year, Texas Board 
of Nursing representatives visited 
UTB to inspect facilities and labs 
and talk with faculty.
According to the July 19 news 
release, TBN officials cited the 
high caliber of the nursing faculty 
and their experience in pre-
licensure professional nursing 
education.  
Arney said the student body 
would be notified in various ways 
of the program’s delay: via the 
faculty, academic advisers and 
news publications. 
“We want to be ready and do 
it right,” Arney said about the 
bachelor’s program. “We have a 
group of faculty that are excellent 
faculty that are working full 
time on the LVN and the ADN 
[programs] and to introduce a 
whole new cohort seems like a 
lot to take on in a year, all in the 
same semester.” 
NURSING 
Continued from Page 1
voted at the same kind of rates 
[as] people in the suburbs 
of Houston and Dallas--they 
vote 80 to 85 percent--if 
people down here voted at the 
same rate those folks did, the 
landscape of Texas politics 
would be very, very different,” 
Kaswan said.
In addition, 35 of his 
students watched the Oct. 16 
debate between Obama and 
Romney, the second of three 
presidential debates.
“What I wanted them to get 
from watching the debate was 
a sense of how the candidates 
presented themselves, how 
they interacted with one 
another and a sense of what 
their ideas are and some of the 
substance, or whether there 
was any substance to some of 
the claims,” Kaswan said.
Election Day is Tuesday. As 
of last Thursday, 1,913 voters 
had cast ballots at the early 
voting polling site in Cardenas 
Hall South 117. Early voting 
ended last Friday. 
POLLS
Continued from Page 1
ON CAMPUS 3


















if they are 
not cleaned 
regularly.    
Pots, pans, and dirty 
dishes clutter a kitchen 
countertop in an 
apartment in the Casa 
Bella student housing 
complex. 
A collection of dirty 
dishes will attract 
pests, according 
to Residential Life 
Director Douglas 
Stoves. 
Miguel Angel RobeRts/Collegian Photos 
UT-Brownsville officials are requesting 
faculty to submit proposals about the 
possibility of using Apple and other 
technologies in the classroom. 
“In order for students to be 
technologically literate or proficient, it 
is important to incorporate the latest 
technology into courses,” said Betsy Price, 
director of the Center for Teaching and 
Learning. “… Because Apple is doing a lot 
of innovative things in education, what we 
wanted to do was have faculty to tell us 
how will they use those computers.”
Faculty members were invited to elect 
a variety of technologies for their courses 
through a proposal. 
“We have Blackboard and we have 
Tegrity and we have Elluminate,” said 
Janna Arney, associate provost for Faculty 
and Academic Affairs. “However, if there 
are faculty who are interested in using 
a different platform, then, how can we 
support them?”
Diana Dominguez, an associate professor 
in the English Department, submitted a 
proposal that would provide students and 
professors with iPads in the classroom to 
use iTunes U, an app that provides access 
to courses from other universities.
“It is a little bit different than Blackboard 
because you can create anything right 
there,” Dominguez said about the app. 
“First of all, students will be learning the 
technology and they will be getting the 
actual hardware, so the material that 
they will access will be available for them 
anywhere, anytime.”
Her proposal is one of 24 submitted for 
this initiative.
 The proposals will be reviewed by UT-
Brownsville President Juliet V. García, 
Provost Alan Artibise, and the university’s 
Executive Council.
“As the year goes on and we investigate 
different types of technology, we’ll be 
asking people to do projects like this to 
tell us how will they use it,” Price said. 
“Technology is expensive, that’s why we go 
through such a long process to purchase 
new technology.”
The University of Texas System has 
a non-exclusive contract with Dell and 
it has paid for a multiyear license for all 
Microsoft products, said Clair Goldsmith, 
vice president for Information Technology. 
“A non-exclusive contract means that 
you don’t have to use it, but you can,” 
Goldsmith said. “We offer the applications 
that the university purchases for teaching 
or to assist in teaching and we have 
some specialized labs, specific statistical 
packages or other software specific to the 
discipline.”
UTB has three open labs in the Oliveira 
Library, the Education and Business 
Complex and the University Boulevard 
Library. In addition, there are about 70 
labs--and 1,771 computers in those labs-
-that are departmental or for specific 
purposes. 
Price said the university is not trying to 
tell students what to buy, but rather trying 
to guide them to find the right computer. 
“This plan will cost a lot,” Price said. “If 
we find that students don’t want Apple 
or Dell computers, then we’re not going 
to buy them. If we find that they do want 
these computers and they need them, we 
will be looking at how can we finance this. 
We want to make sure that students have 
a choice.”
UTB weighing platform options
By Viridiana Zúñiga
SPANISH EDITOR
At Casa Bella, the most common 
complaint reported to staff is messy 
roommates. Some residents even go as far 
as requesting a different apartment. 
“It occurs with enough frequency that 
we know it is an issue,” Residential Life 
Director Douglas Stoves said.
Stoves said cleanliness is important for 
several reasons. 
“Cleanliness is important mostly from 
the standpoint that we’re always trying to 
keep pests to a minimum,” he said. “For 
health reasons, we want to make sure that 
students are being clean.”
There have been issues with ants and 
roaches because of poor housekeeping. 
Although pest control inspects the student 
housing complex monthly or every month 
and half, Stoves said the best defense 
against vermin is a clean room. 
“The other issue has to do with fire safety 
as well, making sure that all the exits to the 
room are clean,” he said. 
The staff conducts health and safety 
checks to make sure that exits are cleared 
and students can evacuate safely in case of 
a fire. 
Stoves said being organized helps 
students be on track with their belongings. 
“If your room is organized, you know 
where your assignments are, you know 
where your book is,” he said. “It helps to 
know where your stuff is.” 
In an apartment setting, Stoves said the 
best tool residents can use to keep clean is a 
calendar or schedule. 
“Whose turn is it to take out the trash? 
Whose turn it is to do the dishes?” he 
said. “We see a lot of arguments between 
roommates over whose turn it is to do those 
chores.” 
Students should work on a weekly schedule 
and do laundry on separate days, Stoves said. 
“Cleaning is probably the least fun part 
of people’s day, so that’s why you have to 
schedule it,” he said. 
Stoves also recommends that students do 
a little bit of cleaning each day. 
“If you leave everything until Saturday, it 
makes it a lot harder to do,” he said. 
The living and learning community 
program, Lessons Intended For Everyone, 
offers residents advice on how to clean their 
room.
“Not everybody likes to admit that they 
don’t know how to do their laundry,” Stoves 
said.  “Some of it is just asking how to do 
that. What do you use when you’re cleaning 
your room is a question to ask.”
Marylee Saldivar is among the resident 
assistants who can advise students on 
cleanliness. She said students should start 
practicing how to clean.
 “A lot of students come in with this notion 
that there’s going to be a lot of freedom” 
Saldivar said. “They need to realize that it’s 
a steppingstone for them to start growing 
up.”
Mini vacuums, mops, Pine-Sol, Fabuloso, 
air fresheners and brooms are tools students 
can use to keep their apartment clean. 
Students living at Casa Bella should bring 
tough scrubbing mops because the floors 
stain and stick easily, Saldivar said.  
“Always know where the trash can is,” 
she said. “We’ve seen where students throw 
their trash and it’s not even close to their 
trash can. If you’re down to the last of your 
clothes, it’s time to wash. If you’re stuffing 
your drawers with clothes, get some plastic 
drawers. As long as you pick up your clothes 
and put them in your hamper and keep it 
somewhat organized and not overflowing, 
that would be ideal.” 
Senior sociology major Carlos Gutiérrez 
is among the residents who enjoy living at 
Casa Bella. 
“It makes it a lot easier to live here because 
I’m very near to work and school,” he said.
Gutiérrez, who has four roommates, said 
although mess doesn’t bother him, he would 
consider asking the resident assistants 
OPINION4 November 5, 2012THE COLLEGIAN
iThinkAre YOUr     clAsses chAllengIng
enOUgh?
WhY Or WhY nOT?
--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez 
--Photos by Miguel Angel Roberts 
I’ve heard that phrase one too 
many times. Don’t get me wrong, 
I love Facebook as much as you 
do but sometimes the thought of 
it being so dominating and how it 
impacts people’s lives scares me. 
It’s getting rid of our social 
abilities! (I’m pretty sure you are 
with me on this one.) Some people 
can communicate well with others 
through Facebook or just any 
other instant messaging site, but 
when it comes to talking to others 
in person, they are quiet as a rock. 
Now, I’m not saying everyone; 
that was meant for mostly the 
younger generation, teens. 
Back in my teen days, which 
weren’t that long ago, I remember 
going to my friend’s house after 
school, playing outside, talking 
about our days at school and 
sure, why not, boys. But when I 
see teens now, they are mostly 
hooked up to headphones and a 
phone used primarily, of course, 
for Facebook. Even if Teen 1 and 
Teen 2 are sitting across from 
each other at a table, they don’t 
talk. They send each other IMs 
or texts. What happened to real 
interaction? 
Something else that worries 
me is the lack of exercise not only 
among teens but also adults. At 
first we would blame the TV for 
us having a sedimentary lifestyle; 
now it’s a computer. People 
sometimes spend hours either 
chatting with friends, playing 
games online or simply watching 
shows online. 
Well, anyway, enough with the 
teens. Has it happened to you that 
you are in the middle of studying 
for your next exam and minding 
your own business when all of 
a sudden the Facebook window 
opens and BAM! you are dragged 
in? Of course not! I still cannot 
understand why it is that right 
when we are busy working the 
thought of ‘Oh, let me check my 
Facebook!’ comes in. It might 
sound funny but I’ll bet it has 
happened to you! Not only does 
it take our minds away from our 
work but it also makes us lose 
track of time. You probably think 
“Well, it will just take five minutes 
to check it and then I’ll head back 
to my homework.” Guess what? By 
the time you realize it, you’ve been 
on Facebook for 30 minutes (or 
more) checking what your friends 
are up to! This I say from personal 
experience and, yes, it stinks. 
But not all is bad about 
Facebook. It is hands down one of 
the most popular social networks 
of today. It is awesome how it 
lets you connect with family and 
friends you have not seen in 
forever!
 Most of the information we get 
nowadays is through Facebook. 
We know if people break up or get 
back together, whether someone 
had a baby, if somebody got a new 
job, as well as it being a source of 
news from all over the globe. 
So remember, if you can’t find 
something, Google it and if you 
can’t find someone, Facebook 
them. 
“Yes, one of them is 
calculus and the other is 





“Well, no, considering the 
high school I went to had a 
real strong curriculum and 
well, no. I don’t think so. All 
my homework has been pretty 
easy. I prepared for it.”
Diego de la Peña 
Nursing freshman
“For the most part, 
they are pretty easy. 
But there are just some 
that you struggle with. 
For me, it’s history.”
Irene Molina
Psychology junior  
‘It’s not official if 
it’s not on Facebook’ 
By Monica Cano
THE COLLEGIAN
NEW YORK--Election officials were 
ordering generators, moving voting 
locations and figuring out how to transport 
poll workers displaced from coastal areas 
as Tuesday’s presidential election became 
the latest challenge for states whacked by 
Superstorm Sandy.
The storm, which devastated East Coast 
communities with power outages, flooding 
and snow, had already disrupted early 
voting in parts of Maryland, West Virginia, 
New Jersey and North Carolina. With 
less than a week to go before the general 
election, officials in the hardest-hit states 
were scrambling to ensure orderly and fair 
balloting in places still dark or under water.
Few expected the tight presidential 
contest between President Obama and Mitt 
Romney to be affected by voting problems 
caused by the storm.
Communities along Lake Erie in top 
battleground Ohio have lost power, but 
election officials said early voting continued 
to be robust. The states crippled most 
by Sandy--New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut--are largely Democratic and 
considered safely in Obama’s camp.
But Connecticut has a competitive race to 
replace retiring Sen. Joe Lieberman, New 
York has several closely watched House 
contests, and all three states have other 
races whose outcomes could rest on voter 
turnout.
Michael McDonald, a professor of 
public affairs at George Mason University 
in Virginia who studies turnout, said a 
calamitous weather event right before a 
presidential election was unprecedented. 
McDonald said that in such a tight 
presidential race any turnout diminished by 
Sandy could make a difference in the overall 
popular vote.
“It’s unlikely disruptions from Sandy 
would affect the outcome of the election 
within those states,” McDonald said. “But 
if those voters, who are mostly Democrats, 
end up being subtracted from the national 
popular vote, you’ll get a lower vote share for 
Obama than he would have received if those 
people had voted.”
With every state along Sandy’s destructive 
path using electronic voting machines, 
election officials were pressing local electric 
companies to make restoring power a 
priority to places that were to serve as 
polling places.
“We’ve provided lists of poll sites to local 
utilities, and some of the voting machines do 
have battery backup,” New York State Board 
of Elections spokesman Tom Connolly said. 
“We are also planning to get generators 
to polling sites, but it’s not like we have an 
unlimited supply of generators.”
Elected leaders across the states affected 
by Sandy were taking different approaches 
to the impending vote tallies.
In hard-hit New York City, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg referred all voting-related 
questions to the city Board of Elections. But 
he said recovery crews were working hard 
to restore electricity to schools, many of 
which serve as polling places. Voting should 
proceed smoothly in those places, he said.
Elections spokeswoman Valerie Vazquez 
said officials were determining the condition 
of polling places around the five New York 
boroughs even as the storm stripped power 
from the agency’s headquarters, forcing 
workers into temporary office space.
“Our trucks are loaded and ready 
for delivery of all voting materials and 
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Kimberly Fisher, of White Haven, Md., casts her ballot 
at a polling place at the Wicomico County Youth and 
Civic Center in Salisbury, Md., last Wednesday after 
Superstorm Sandy passed through the area. Early 
voting resumed in Maryland last Wednesday after 
two days of cancellations due to the storm. 
Storm-wracked states prepare for Election Day 
Alex BrAndon/AssociAted Press
By Beth Fouhy 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
equipment once we know that sites have 
not been damaged,” Vazquez said. Elections 
officials, she said, “will be working around 
the clock and through the weekend to make 
sure that all voting sites receive everything 
they need to be up and running on Election 
Day.”
New Jersey state officials planned to 
extend the deadline for mail-in ballots and 
to deploy military trucks to serve as polling 
places in some storm-battered communities.
County election officials along New 
Jersey’s storm-battered Atlantic Coast were 
taking it upon themselves to assess the 
damage to polling places and determine 
contingency plans.
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Borderline LivingSpotlighting the valley’S moSt intereSting       placeS and eventS
Families gather souvenirs and 
candies during Boo at the Zoo.
Members of the McGinnis 
family visit the Brownsville Fire 
Department candy booth.
Crowds walk through the Gladys Porter Zoo during the 23rd annual Boo at 
the Zoo. The event featured more than 50 carnival-style games and trick-
or-treat stations throughout the zoo, as well as a custom-built haunted 
house, according to a news release.
A crowd gathers around the Brownsville Independent 
School District Transportation booth that featured 
music and dancing.
French Club members José de la Cruz (left) and Gabriela 
Terán volunteer at the haunted house during Gladys Porter 
Zoo’s Boo at the Zoo. The annual event, held Oct. 30 and 
31, drew thousands of people.
Bryan romero/Collegian Photos
With Halloween just around 
the corner, the eerie touch of a 
cold front’s breeze on my skin 
and my Camille Playhouse ticket 
for the third performance of “The 
Crucible” in hand, I was anxious to 
see what Artistic Director Eric Vera 
had in store.
In the ’50s, Arthur Miller’s 
powerful story of the Salem witch 
trials was categorized as an instant 
classic whose theatrical rendition 
reached the summits of Broadway 
and Hollywood.
The ambitious task of juggling 
scenes and actors voicing line 
after line in an Old Virginian 
accent and transporting the 
audience to colonial Massachusetts 
quantitatively places such a 
production in either of two 
categories: a “hit” or a “miss.” 
On Oct. 28, Vera did it again and 
“hit” the mark dead on. 
Whether you’ve seen it on stage, 
on film or have read the book, the 
performance was a treat of unique 
flavor and befitted the October 
ambience. 
As I shuffled toward my seat 
near the front row, I couldn’t help 
but notice what appeared to be a 
bewitched Betty Parris, played by 
Helena Sampayo, lying motionless 
on a makeshift cot, a clever 
endeavor that caught the curious 
audience’s attention before the 
show began. 
Candice Newsum’s savory 
Joe molina/Collegian
A breath-taking performance 
Review: ‘The Crucible’ 
By Joe Molina 
THE COLLEGIAN
Mark Castillo (center), portraying John Proctor, weighs the option of 
accepting doing the devil’s work and repenting or keeping his good name 
and being hung during the Oct. 28 performance of “The Crucible” at the 
Camille Playhouse. Also shown  are Konrad Johnson (from left) as Cheever, 
Stephen Shull as Hawthorne, Cathy Wantland as Mrs. Proctor, Doug Trenfield 
as Danforth, Matt Thom as Parris and Ryan Williams as Hale. 
See CRUCIBLE, Page 11
Exercise science majors Rodolfo Garcia, a junior, and Ricardo Garcia, 
a senior, dance as the Hot Boys during the Halloween Havoc costume 
contest Oct. 26 on the Student Union lawn. The Hot Boys earned first 
place in the group category and won $200.
Spooky good time 
miguel angel roBerts/Collegian
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Police Reports The following are among the incidents reported to Campus Police between Oct. 17 and 18.
Alzheimer’s, DiAbetes lecture
Ian V.J. Murray, an assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Neuroscience and Experimental 
Therapeutics at the Texas A&M 
Health Science Center College of 
Medicine, will present a lecture 
titled “The Intersection of 
Metabolic Dysfunction and 
Protein Misfolding: A Closer 
Look at Alzheimer’s and 
Diabetes” at 2 p.m. today in the 
Biomedical Research Building 
Room 1.222. Admission is free. The 
event is sponsored by the UTB/TSC 
Office of the Vice President for 
Research. For more information, 
call 882-7676.
PAstorelA Actors NeeDeD
Today is the deadline to sign up to 
be an actor or crew member in the 
Catholic Campus Ministry’s 
upcoming pastorela, or shepherd’s 
play. Practice and crew work are 
conducted at 3:15 p.m. each Monday 
in the Newman Center; the play will 
be performed Dec.1. The ministry 
also invites UTB/TSC student 
organizations to create a door for 
the play. Any theme is acceptable as 
long as it is appropriate to the event. 
The registration deadline is Nov.14. 
For more information, call Campus 
Minister Lisa Lysaght at 541-9697. 
PremeDicAl eNrichmeNt ProgrAms
Representatives from the 
University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston will discuss 
summer premedical enrichment 
programs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday in the SET-B lobby. 
Lisa Cain, director of UTMB’s 
Early Medical School Acceptance 
Program, will be present to 
accept applications for the Pre-
Medical Allied Health Academic 
Achievement and Retention 
Program and the Medical School 
Matriculation Program. Students 
who are accepted into the 
summer premedical enrichment 
program will spend the summer 
at UTMB- Galveston to prepare 
for the MCAT, medical school 
applications and interviews, as well 
as take part in clinical rotations. 
For more information, call Health 
Professions Coordinator Cherie 
Gallardo at 882-5059.
cAreers iN commuNicAtioN
The Student Success Center will 
host a workshop titled “Careers in 
Communication” from noon to 
1 p.m. Thursday in Tandy Hall 113. 
The workshop will show students 
the different job opportunities in 
the communication field. For more 
information, call 882-8292.
PAtroN of the Arts
Associate Music Professor Allen 
Clark will direct the 70-piece Wind 
Ensemble at 7 p.m. Thursday in 
the Arts Center. Admission is $5. For 
more information, call 882-7025. 
VeterANs DAy ceremoNy
The Veterans Upward Bound 
program will sponsor the 13th 
annual Veterans Day Ceremony at 
noon Thursday on the Cardenas 
Hall South Lawn. For more 
information, call Program Director 
David Rivera at 882-7127. The 
program will also screen the award-
winning documentary, “High 
Ground,” at noon Friday in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission 
is free. For more information, call 
Program Director David Rivera 
at 882-7127.
it’s A mAjor DecisioN
The Student Success Center will 
host a workshop for sophomores 
titled “It’s a Major Decision” 
from noon to 1 pm. Friday in 
Cardenas Hall North 116. Career 
counselors will help students choose 
their majors. For more information, 
call 882-8292.
bPm sessioN
The Booking and Promoting 
Music student organization will 
host an open mic session titled 
“BPM Sessions” from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday in the Student Union’s 
La Sala. Sign up will be at 4 p.m. 
For more information, call BPM 
President Carlos Solitaire III at 
793-6297.
feeD me friDAy
The Catholic Campus Ministry 
will serve a light lunch at noon 
Friday, followed by a Bible study 
at 1 p.m. in the Newman Center, 
1910 W. University Blvd. For more 
information, call 541-9697. 
PAtroN of the Arts
Music Professor Terry Tomlin 
will direct the UTB/TSC Jazz 
Ensemble from 8 to 9 p.m. Friday 
in the Arts Center. Admission is $5. 
For more information, call 882-
7025.
iNterNAtioNAl eDucAtioN Week
The Office of Global 
Engagement will observe 
International Education Week 
Nov. 12-16 with a series of activities: 
French cuisine and fashion, 9 to 
10 a.m. Nov. 12 in the Education and 
Business Complex’s Salón Cassia, 
followed by an Introduction of 
International Students from 
2 to 3 p.m. in the Student Union; a 
“Kazakhstan Presentation” 
from 10:50 to 11:40 a.m. Nov. 
13 in Salón Cassia; “Belarus & 
Russia-New and Old” from 2 
to 3 p.m. Nov. 14 in the Student 
Union’s Salón Gardenia, followed 
by “Austria Dances”  from 3 
to 4 p.m. on the Student Union 
veranda; “Pakistan:Traditions 
and Changes,” 10 a.m. Nov. 
15 in Salón Gardenia, followed 
by the opening of the “Cultural 
Diversity” exhibit at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library. For more information, call 
International Student Adviser II 
Aragelia Salazar at 882-7983 or 
Administrative Assistant Nancy 
Acuña at 882-6791. 
fooD for fiNes
Campus Police is sponsoring a 
Food for Fines Drive to help 
support the local community. 
Non-perishable food items may be 
donated in lieu of paying for parking 
citations. Donations in amounts 
equal to the value of the outstanding 
parking citations will be considered 
for fines issued before Dec. 31, 
2012. Donations will be accepted 
from Nov. 12, 2012 to January 
13, 2013 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday through Friday at the 
Campus Police front desk, located 
in the Campus Security Center. 
Suggested food items include baby 
formula, boxed macaroni and 
cheese, canned fruit and vegetables, 
cans of tuna, chili, packaged dry 
noodles, rice, soups, Vienna sausages 
and Spam. For more information, 
call 882-7009, 882-7201 or send an 
e-mail to police@utb.edu.
 Writers liVe @ utb/tsc 
Glen Sorestad, the poet laureate 
of Saskatchewan, Canada, will read 
and sign copies of his book from 7 to 
8 p.m. Nov.13 in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salón. The event is part of the 
Writers Live @ UTB/TSC. For 
more information, call 882-5138.
sombrero fest DesigN coNtest
Sombrero Festival will conduct 
a contest for a new T-shirt design for 
the 2013 celebration. The winner 
will receive $500 and the artwork 
will be included in publications, 
marketing, advertising and other 
media. Entries must be submitted 
to the Office of Student Life by 
Nov. 14. For more information, 
call 882-5138 or go to www.
sombrerofestival.com. 
liberAl Arts symPosium
The College of Liberal Arts will 
host a faculty symposium from 12:10 
to 2 p.m. Nov. 16 at the Sculpture 
Garden. Speaking will be guest 
scholars from Jan Kochanowski 
University in Kielce, Poland: 
Waldemar Kowalski, “Scottish 
Migration in Pan-European 
Diaspora”; Agnieszka Szwach, 
“Medicine and English Renaissance 
Drama”;  Sylwester Łodej “The 
Linguistic Secularization of English”; 
Włodzimierz Batóg, “Social and 
Political History of the USA after 
1945”;  and Anna Szczepanek-
Guz, “Ekphrasis in Contemporary 
American Literature.” UTB/TSC 
English Associate Professor John 
Newman will host the event. For 
more information, call Sociology 
Professor Luis Rodriguez-Abad 
at 882-8245. 
ArAbiAN Nights
The Student Government 
Association will host the Winter 
Bash Dance “Arabian Nights” 
from 7 to 11 p.m. Nov. 16 in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salón. 
Admission is a new toy for local 
charities. Refreshments will be 
served. For more information, call 
882-7897.
commuNity couNseliNg cliNic
The Community Counseling 
Clinic, the training clinic of the 
Counseling and Guidance 
program, has begun its group series, 
which continues until Dec. 6 in 
Education and Business Complex Room 
1.210. Topics of training are diversity/
LGBTQ support, 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays; 
stress management, 8 to 9 p.m. 
Tuesdays; women’s empowerment, 
7-8 p.m. Wednesdays; and substance 
abuse recovery, 6-7 p.m. Thursdays. The 
sessions are open to the public. For more 
information, call 882-7792.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
Wednesday, Oct. 17
2:59 p.m.: A student reported receiving harassing text 
messages while on campus. She said the sender claimed 
to have information about her that she would otherwise 
wish to remain private and that the information was 
going to be released soon. The student said she was 
afraid because she felt someone was trying to hurt her. 
She said she wants the harassment to stop and she 
wants to press charges against the person. The student 
gave the Campus Police officer a statement of the 
communication between the sender and her and was 
advised to call the department in case of an emergency 
or if she needed an escort. The officer called the number 
from which the text was issued only to get a voicemail 
informing him it was a Pinger number. Pinger is an 
application that allows people to create an account 
and make telephone calls and send and receive text 
messages for free. The student later received another 
text message from the number stating that the person 
sending the texts had class with the student’s boyfriend 
and former boyfriend. The student said she contacted 
her former boyfriend and told him about her situation. 
She said he told her he would take care of it and not to 
worry about it.
Thursday, Oct. 18
7:40 p.m.: A staff member reported his $420 bicycle 
was stolen from where it was locked near Cavalry Hall. 
9:37 p.m.: A woman was arrested on a charge of public 
intoxication after a student reported finding a vehicle 
parked on the sidewalk near Tandy Hall and a person 
asleep in it. The officer arrived and saw an Oldsmobile 
Bravada parked next to Lot B. He approached the 
vehicle and saw that a woman was asleep inside and 
woke her up. The woman said she didn’t remember how 
she ended up on the sidewalk but had just gotten out of 
a local bar and attempted to drive home because she 
had to work in a few hours. The woman had bloodshot 
eyes and slurred speech. She was asked to turn off her 
vehicle, give the officer her keys and step outside so a 
sobriety test could be conducted. The woman failed the 
horizontal gaze nystagmus test and could not keep her 
balance during the walk and turn. She was arrested and 
also cited for not having a driver’s license, having no 
insurance and for parking on a sidewalk. The vehicle 
was impounded and the woman was taken to the 
Carrizales-Rucker Detention Center.  
10:13 p.m.: Four students were cited on a charge of 
possession of drug paraphernalia after an anonymous 
tip was received about a strong odor of marijuana 
coming from one of the rooms in the Casa Bella student 
housing complex. A Campus Police officer and a 
resident assistant entered the apartment and smelled 
marijuana inside the room. After searching one of the 
student’s rooms, police found: a red marijuana crusher, 
a glass pipe, .01 ounces of marijuana in a plastic 
baggie and an unusable amount of marijuana. The 
two nonresidents who were intoxicated were issued 
criminal trespass warnings and taken to the front office 
to be picked up and one student was escorted to his 
apartment. 
10:43 p.m.: A student was arrested on a charge of 
public intoxication after a staff member in Casa Bella 
reported him drunk and having an open beer. The 
student could not stand straight, had a strong odor of 
alcohol on his breath and slurred speech. The Campus 
Police officer told the student to go inside his apartment 
or he would be cited for public intoxication. The student 
poured out his beer and began walking up the stairs to 
his apartment and almost fell down several times. His 
roommates were asked to take control of him and to 
keep him inside the apartment. At 11:35 p.m. a resident 
assistant told the officer that the student was on the 
basketball court in the student housing complex. The 
student was arrested and transported to the Carrizales-
Rucker Detention Center.  
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
Lunsford distributed candy from 
a Christmas stocking because 
that is what the character 
Jack does in Tim Burton’s “A 
Nightmare Before Christmas.”
“[In] previous years I did 
zombies, like scary [costumes], 
and people didn’t like it, so I 
needed to top that,” Lunsford 
said. “So I thought Jack 
Skellington and presents might 
be pretty good.” 
Another student in the 
Halloween spirit was junior 
communication major Ivette 
Ugalde, who dressed up as her 
heroine, Catwoman.
“I’m a big fan of Catwoman, 
and now that the “The Dark 
Knight Rises” came up, I just had 
to get the costume,” she said. 
“It’s an honor wearing this.”  
Junior education major 
Angela Ruiz, dressed as Ursula 
the sea witch from Disney’s “The 
Little Mermaid,” also made an 
appearance. 
“I wanted to be a villain, not 
a princess,” Ruiz said. “I love 
female villains.”
Students looking for a fright 
could attend the Haunted 
Hospital, presented by the 
American Medical Student 
Association during Halloween 
Havoc. For $5, students entered 
the Life and Health Science 
Building, which was decorated 
to spook visitors. 
If students wanted more 
reasons to scream, the Campus 
Activities Board conducted 
ghost tours across “haunted” 
areas on campus. 
Student Life Director Sergio 
Martinez said the event was a 
success. 
“It’s been really fun,” Martinez 
said. “I think everyone had 
a really good time, enjoying 
the dances by our student 
organizations and creative 
costumes our students made.” 
FUN
Continued from Page 1
SURVIVAL
Continued from Page 8
for tips on how to clean and be 
organized.   
“If you’re working and studying 
at the same time, it does get 
difficult,” he said. “Being that you 
live so near, and it’s not exactly 
your apartment, you don’t care as 
much.”
Washing the dishes after 
cooking and eating would make 
cleaning easier for him, Gutiérrez 
said. 
 “If you let everything gather 
up in the sink, it’s going to get 
tougher at the end,” he said. 
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Así comienza noviembre 
en México, cuando llega 
la “Catrina” y con ese olor 
a copal y a tamales, con 
un chocolate caliente y un 
camino de flores. Con la 
festiva reunión entre la vida y 
la muerte.
“Hay que considerar que 
la celebración de Día de 
Muertos, sobre todo, es una 
celebración a la memoria”, 
dijo Víctor Estrada 
Hernández, subdirector 
de desarrollo de asuntos 
culturales. “El ritual de 
las ánimas es un acto que 
privilegia el recuerdo sobre el 
olvido”.
El Día de Muertos consta 
de dos días, Todos Santos y 
el de los Fieles Difuntos, que 
son el 1 y el 2 de noviembre, 
respectivamente. 
“Se cree que en esta época 
del año, el velo entre los vivos 
y los muertos es más delgado, 
más transparente”, dijo 
Antonio Zavaleta, profesor en 
el departamento de Ciencias 
de la Conducta en UTB/TSC. 
“En México celebramos el 
Día de Muertos porque es 
cuando los difuntos regresan 
a visitarnos, así que los 
recibimos con mucho gusto, 
con mucha dedicación”.
A las doce del día en Todos 
Santos, la iglesia anuncia 
con ruidosas campanadas, 
acompañadas por fuegos 
artificiales, la llegada de las 
almas de los niños a nuestro 
mundo. A la misma hora del 
día siguiente, los espíritus 
de los adultos regresan a sus 
hogares, siguiendo sendas de 
flores de cempasúchil.
Esta es una fiesta de olores, 
sabores y colores en que 
los mexicanos sienten a sus 
muertos en la remembranza.
El personaje principal de 
la festividad es la elegante 
“Catrina”, el símbolo 
mexicano de la Muerte, que 
tiene dos personalidades. Se 
le representa, a veces, como 
una calavera alegre, coqueta 
y colorida. Otras veces, 
serena y lista para llevarse a 
alguien al panteón.
“Esta dualidad de la Catrina 
es lo que define la idea que 
tiene el mexicano sobre 
la muerte”, dijo Esteban 
Márquez Toranzo, profesor 
retirado de antropología de 
México. “En veces, vemos 
a la muerte oscura y la 
relacionamos con el llanto y 
el dolor, pero otras, la vemos 
graciosa, atrevida y nos 
recuerda que la vida es alegre 
y que no hay más que ‘hacer 
de tripas corazón’ y vivirla 
como se nos dé”.
Esta fiesta se dedica tanto 
a lo religioso como a lo 
profano.
“Su Majestad convive con 
nosotros en esta época”, 
dijo él. “Se le componen 
coplas y ‘calaveras’ como si 
fuera una entrañable amiga. 
Esperamos verla con su traje 
de fiesta porque queremos 
evitar que esté seria y se lleve 
a alguien. Hay que hacer 
bailar a la Catrina”.
La celebración de Todos los 
Santos y Fieles Difuntos, es 
resultado de la mezcla entre 
la costumbre de los antiguos 
mexicanos y la iglesia 
católica.
“La celebración del Día 
de Muertos en México, 
principalmente, es una 
celebración precolombina”, 
dijo Zavaleta. “Cuando 
los franciscanos y otros 
sacerdotes llegaron a México 
en el siglo XVI, encontraron 
un culto muy parecido al 
culto de ellos”.
Zavaleta dijo que, aunque 
la mayoría de las fiestas 
del calendario azteca ya 
no existen, los españoles 
apoyaron la celebración del 
día de muertos.
“No eliminaron el Día 
de Muertos porque lo 
entendieron”, dijo él. 
“Entendieron el concepto 
de que hay una época del 
año cuando el velo entre los 
vivos y los muertos es casi 
inexistente”.
Dado a que, en origen, ésta 
es una tradición indígena 
y cada estado de México 
cuenta con diversos grupos 
autóctonos, el Día de Muertos 
se celebra de manera distinta 
en cada región. Sin embargo, 
todas las culturas tienen un 
elemento en común: el altar.
Lo que caracteriza a los 
altares en general son las 
ofrendas; éstas consisten, 
generalmente, en  pan de 
muerto, chocolate casero y 
tamales, pero las personas 
agregan también aquello 
que le gustaba a los muertos 
cuando vivían, como platos 
de mole, cerveza, cigarros y 
un sinfín de posibilidades. 
Las flores de cempasúchil, 
o flor de muerto, son 
imprescindibles en esta 
celebración. Con éstas, se 
elabora un camino de pétalos 
frente al altar para guiar a 




que, si un muerto no tiene 
un altar destinado a él, su 
espíritu ronda por el mundo 
con pena y sin descanso.
“Por otra parte, a algunos 
altares se les colocan objetos 
que el muerto tenía”, dijo 
Márquez. “De esta manera, 
estos objetos lo guían, 
por si está perdido en el 
inframundo”.
Zavaleta dijo que las 
familias acostumbran a ir al 
panteón en estas fechas.
“Como antropólogo, y 
como he viajado a todos los 
estados de México, es muy 
bonito ver un camposanto”, 
dijo él. “Porque, en lugar 
de estar abandonado, está 
lleno, lleno de gente, lleno de 
familias, celebrando con sus 
muertos. Es una celebración 
hermosa”.
Por otra parte, Zavaleta 
dijo que el pan de muerto 
y las calaveritas de azúcar 
tradicionales de esta época 
no son parte de la tradición 
original, sino que son 
adiciones comerciales.
“Los desfiles que se hacen 
aquí, esos no son originales 
tampoco, esos están hechos 
para los gringos”, dijo 
él. “Aquí en la frontera 
no celebramos mucho 
este día, pero queremos 
hacer representaciones y 
terminamos inventando 
cosas”.
El Día de Muertos es la 
época en la que los mexicanos 
reiteran que la muerte no 
llega sino hasta que muere el 
recuerdo.
“En la mente y en el 
corazón es donde viven los 
muertos”, dijo Márquez. “Lo 
importante es recordar y 







Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer año
Fecha de graduación: Primavera 2015
Promedio: 3.5
Ciudad natal: Matamoros, Tamaulipas, 
México
Pasatiempos: “Dibujar y leer”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Transferirme 
a la universidad de San Antonio [UTSA] y 
terminar allá mi carrera en arquitectura, 
después entrar al internado, posteriormente 
a la maestría y pasar los siete exámenes 
necesarios para convertirme en arquitecta”.
¿Quién es tu inspiración o modelo a 
seguir? “Mi inspiración o modelo a seguir 
son mis padres, porque me han apoyado en 
todo y [gracias a ellos] algún día seré una 
profesionista y podré depender de mí misma”.
¿Por qué escogiste la especialidad que 
actualmente estudias? “Cuando estaba 
más chica fui de vacaciones a la ciudad 
de México. Al visitar el Zócalo me quedé 
asombrada al ver la mezcla de dos diferentes 
culturas en un mismo sitio por medio de la 
arquitectura. En dicho lugar, se encuentran 
edificios construidos durante la conquista 
española y los restos de las pirámides del 
imperio azteca. Después de esta experiencia 
entendí que la arquitectura forma parte de la 
cultura de un país y la importancia que ésta 
tiene en la formación de las civilizaciones. 
Desde entonces supe que a eso quería 
dedicarme, para contribuir de  alguna manera 
a la cultura del país”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Trabajar 
para alguna empresa importante, de ser 
posible realizaré una maestría en España, 
puesto que me gustaría tener un trabajo allá”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar? 
“Trato de poner atención en las clases, tomo 
notas y después busco ayuda si es que no 
entiendo”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los alumnos 
de nuevo ingreso?  “Que vayan a clase, 
pongan mucha atención sin importar si las 
clases son ‘básicas’ porque todas las clases 
sirven; y en algún momento de sus vidas las 
van a usar”.
Anécdota: “Tenía un examen de física y al 
parecer me traumé mucho después de dicho 
examen. La razón por la que digo esto es 
que tenía que hacer un dibujo para una de 
mis clases de arquitectura; ya estaba como 
hasta las cinco de la mañana haciendo el 
dibujo, y me estaba quedando dormida. 
Entonces empecé a soñar operaciones de 
física y al levantarme vi el dibujo lleno de 
cálculos físicos. Cuando me lo llevé a la clase 
el maestro y todos los que se encontraban en 
el salón se rieron al verlo”.
--Recopilado por Eréndira Santillana
Michelle espinoza/Collegian
La eterna unión entre México y la Muerte
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
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Estudiantes vestidas de Catrinas en el desfile de Día de Muertos, organizado por el Departamento de 
Sociología, que se llevó a cabo el año pasado en UTB/TSC.
Fotos de arChivo
Porque nadie muere mientras viva en la memoria
Altar de Día de Muertos que se exhibía el año pasado en el ITEC 
Center, por parte del Consulado de México en Brownsville.
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Who is your favorite 
athlete? “My favorite 
athlete is Vanja Grbic; he’s a 
volleyball player. He’s from 
Serbia; he played for the 
national team of Serbia. He 
was three times awarded as a 
best player of the world.”  
Who is your role model? 
“My role model is my family, 
my mom and dad ’cause 
they’re always there for 
me, and they support me 
in everything I do and I 
wouldn’t be here, it wouldn’t 
be the same without them.”
What do you like to do 
for fun? “I do like to watch 
movies with my roommate 
and my friends. I like to 
listen to music. I like to 
chill by the pool and every 
free moment I’ll go to South 
Padre Island because I like 
the beach so much.”  
What is your favorite 
movie? “I would say it is 
‘American Pie’ and I’ve seen 
like all parts of American 
Pie and no matter how many 
times I’ve seen [them], it 
  Athlete 
                 of  the Week
makes me laugh like all over 
again.” 
What are your goals for 
the season? “My goal for 
the season is to win nationals 
again, like we’re on the right 
track now, but we’ve got to 
do a little bit more so we can 
be national champions again. 
I wouldn’t say it’s easy to be 
national champions once, but 
it’s like more difficult to stay 
first.” 
What inspired you 
to play volleyball? 
“What inspires me is my 
dad because he was a 
professional basketball 
player and since I was little, I 
liked sports, and as soon as I 
walked into a volleyball gym 
I knew I was going to do that 
for the rest of my life.”  
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza 
Sophomore emergency medical science major Diana Garcia 
(foreground) competes against sophomore nursing major 
Isabel Jimenez in a wheelchair 
obstacle course at the 
REK Center Oct. 26 as 
part of the “Fitness 
Has No Boundaries” 
event. It was one of 
many activities in UTB/
TSC’s observance of 
Accessibility 
Awareness Week. Students 
wore goggles that simulate 
visual impairments 
and competed in various 
activities, including a free-throw 
contest, a “blind” run and ping-pong. 
Freshman management major 
Amanda Ledezma participates in 
the “blind” run that was part of 
the “Fitness Has No Boundaries” 
obstacle course held at the REK 
Center Oct. 26.
Michelle espinoza/Collegian Photos 
Proving that fitness has no boundaries
The UTB/TSC Women’s 
Volleyball Team and men’s and 
women’s soccer teams are getting 
closer to conference tournaments. 
UTB/TSC Athletics Director 
Todd Lowery said the teams have 
had a great fall semester and are 
in great position to go to nationals. 
“The guys’ soccer team had 
been up and down a little bit, 
but are a very dangerous team,” 
Lowery said. “If they get on a 
roll, they could make a run in the 
national tournament.”
The men’s soccer team, which 
finished third in the regular 
season with a conference record 
of 8-3, had its first round of the 
Red River Athletic Conference 
tournament at home last Saturday 
against Northwood University. 
Results were unavailable at press 
time.
If victorious, the men will move 
on to the final site in Dallas next 
weekend, and if they win the final 
site, they will advance to nationals. 
The women’s soccer team, 
which ended their regular season 
with a 9-0-1 RRAC record, earned 
a bye last weekend and will 
travel to Dallas on Friday for the 
opening round of the Red River 
Athletic Conference tournament 
as the No. 1 seed. 
“Women’s soccer was able 
to wrap up their regular season 
conference championship last 
week,” Lowery said. “If they 
win the conference tournament 
they’ll move on to the national 
tournament.”
The team defeated Our Lady of 
the Lake at home Oct. 27 for the 
conference championship.
The women have only given up 
two goals in conference play all 
year long, and have earned several 
player-of-the-week awards on the 
offensive and defensive side for 
the last couple of weeks, Lowery 
said. 
“They can get into the national 
tournament and win a game,” he 
said. 
Senior forward Leah Russell 
garnered the RRAC’s Offensive 
Player of the Week award for Oct. 
22-28. Sophomore goalkeeper 
Amanda Fulton earned RRAC 
Defensive Player of the Week for 
the same period.
The volleyball team was still 
wrapping up its regular season 
against the University of St. 
Thomas-Houston and Huston-
Tillotson University last Friday 
and Saturday respectively. Results 
were unavailable at press time. 
“Once we do that, then we have 
[the] conference tournament next 
weekend, and we’ll go in as the No. 
1 seed, have an opening round bye 
and play Friday [and] Saturday, 
and then move on to nationals the 
week after Thanksgiving,” Lowery 
said. 
The volleyball team has 
qualified for the national 
tournament because of its No. 2 
national ranking, he said.
Junior right side hitter Michelle 
Marques was awarded Volleyball 
Player of the Week, freshman 
Katarina Bursac garnered Setter 
of the Week, senior right-side 
hitter Paula Barros earned Libero 
of the Week and sophomore 
middle blocker Vanja Joksic Co-
Hitter of the Week, all for Oct. 
22-28. 
Playoffs for volleyball start 
Friday in Dallas against Texas 
Wesleyan University. UTB/TSC’s 
conference record is 9-0.  
The UTB/TSC Men’s Golf Team 
just completed its final offseason 
tournament. The team competed 
Oct. 29 at the Northwood 
University Fall Shootout in Grand 
Prairie, where it placed ninth out 
of 15 teams.
They had a good offseason and 
the guys finished up well, finished 
right behind Our Lady of the Lake 
[University] this last weekend, 
who was conference champ last 
year,” Lowery said. 
Competing in the tournament 
were Marcus Cavazos, with an 
overall score of 218; Gage Murphy, 
220; Alberto Castillo, 221; Eric 
Cavazos, 229; and Michael Fasci, 
233.
“Day 2 did not go quite as 
planned,” Golf Coach Anthony 
Lopez said in a news release after 
the tournament. “We played 
well in spurts but weren’t able 
to finish off and put a solid team 
score together. I’m proud of the 
guys for working hard and giving 
it their best. I’m especially proud 
of Marcus and Gage for hanging 
tough and shooting good scores 
on the final day.”
The Northwood Shootout was 
the last tournament of the men’s 
team for the fall semester. The 
players will be back on the links 
in February for the spring season. 
In the playoffs
Volleyball and soccer teams prepare for conference tournaments 
Joe Molina/Collegian
alex RodRiguez/Collegian
UTB/TSC forward Tabata Vieira 
(left) watches as the ball she 
kicked goes over the reach of Our 
Lady of the Lake University goalie 
Alyssa Mora and enters the net 
Oct. 27. UTB/TSC shut out the 
Saints 2-0 in the final home game 
of the regular season. 
Our Lady of the Lake University midfielder Gerardo 
Marquez (left) blocks UTB/TSC forward Ricardo Diegues 
Oct. 27. Despite Diegues’ two goals during the first half 
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performance as Tituba, the 
reverend’s house servant from 
Barbados, led the production 
through the first act with utmost 
conviction. Her role, although 
small, was the punctuation Vera 
could not have done without. I 
anticipate Newsum’s addition to 
the Camille family to be a promising 
one. 
Actors Matt Thom, as the Rev. 
Samuel Parris, and Mark Castillo, 
as John Proctor, filled the stage 
with their stout personas. 
Thom’s illustrious experience in 
the arts conjured the perfect Rev. 
Parris, a ruffled man torn between 
his reputation, his family and God. 
His ecstatic dialect synched heel-to-
toe with his character’s worrisome 
footwork across the stage floor. 
Thom’s delivery throughout the 
performance was well-rounded.
At first glance, Castillo’s role 
appeared dwarfed by Thom’s. 
As the show and Castillo’s role 
developed, so did my opinion--
Castillo was simply biding his time 
to shine. 
He shone brightest during the 
end of the production, during his 
delivery of the noted dialogue 
Proctor recites before his hanging. 
The audience was choked with 
emotion.
At various times, his character 
was presented with scenes of violent 
intensity and hollering toward 
other fellow actors, scenes that 
out of the theatrical context would 
otherwise be rather disturbing. 
Like Castillo, I had initial 
reservations of Ryan Williams’ 
character, the Rev. John Hale, 
a well-respected minister and 
witchcraft expert. Williams’ 
arthritic interpretation of Hale 
quickly warmed up, especially 
during Proctor’s trial scene. 
Victoria Calvillo, in the lead role 
of Abigail Williams, and Andrea 
Amaro, as Mary Warren, were 
astounding. 
Calvillo delivered a well-drawn 
Abigail, who provoked feelings of 
deep contempt. Her performance 
was so convincing I forgot I was 
watching a play.  
While Calvillo drew you deeper 
into Miller’s story, her counterpart, 
Amaro, closed the deal. 
Unlike Calvillo’s character, 
Amaro’s tossed the audience back 
and forth between feelings of 
compassion and mercilessness, a 
truly difficult assignment made to 
look easy.   
The production was an overall 
success. Some new faces were 
spotted, along with some familiar 
ones, and yet, it was obvious that the 
Camille family and its director truly 
enjoy the art of entertaining people 
of all ages with their productions. 
The cast, the costumes, music 
cues and stage props all reflected 
the staggering amount of dedication 
and time invested in the quality of 
direction, planning and delivery. 
Bravo! 
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